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(57) Abstract: It is possible to obtain a correctly 
decoded image even when a particular frame of 
encoded data is not decoded and to improve the 
encoding efficiency. For a current frame classified 
mto a j-th category by an image classification 
section (102), a predicted image generation section 

(103) selects image information from a pluraUty 
of frames of image information of the i-th (1 g i 
^ j) category in a reference image memory (107) 
whidi has been encoded in the past, and generates 
a predicted image, A difference encoding section 

(104) encodes the difference between the current 
frame image information and the predicted image. 
Moreover, a current category encoding section (106) 
encodes the category number of the current frame 
while a reference image specification information 
encodmg section (105) encodes reference image 
specification infonnation specifying the image 
information selected from the reference image 
memory (107). 
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